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Tajikistan’s report to CAT  

The second state party report to the Committee against Torture (CAT/C/TJK/2) provides information 
on juvenile justice and the key role of the Government Commission on Children’s Rights with regard 
to protection from cruel treatment, but it makes no reference to violence which may lawfully be 
inflicted on children in the guise of “discipline”. 

 

Corporal punishment of children in Tajikistan 
In Tajikistan, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime but it is not explicitly prohibited 
in the home, schools or alternative care settings. 

With regard to the home, there appears to be no confirmation in legislation of a right of parents to 
impose “reasonable chastisement” or similar (information unconfirmed) and during the Universal 
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Periodic Review of Tajikistan in 2011, the Government accepted recommendations to prohibit 
corporal punishment of children, stating that it considers these have already been implemented 
(A/HRC/19/3, Report of the Working Group, paras. 89(3) and 89(4)). However, while the Family 
Code (2011) states that every child has the right to respect for human dignity (article 55) and that in 
bringing up their children parents must not use neglectful, cruel, degrading or abusive means (article 
65), and the Law on Parental Responsibility for Education and Upbringing of Children (2011) states 
that parents have a responsibility to respect the honour and dignity of children and protect them from 
ill-treatment (article 8), there is no explicit prohibition of all corporal punishment in childrearing. 
Provisions against violence and abuse in the Criminal Code (2010) and the Constitution (1994) do not 
prohibit all corporal punishment in childrearing. According to a major UNICEF report published in 
2010, 78% of children aged 2-14 experienced violent discipline (physical punishment and/or 
psychological aggression) in the home in 2005-2006.1 

In schools, article 39 of the Education Act (2004) protects students from humiliating and other 
unlawful acts against their dignity, but the Act does not explicitly prohibit corporal punishment. 

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime: there is no provision for 
it in the Criminal Code or the Code of Criminal Procedure (2010). Cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment is prohibited in the Penal Enforcement Code (article 10), the Constitution 
(article 18). There is no prohibition of corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure in penal 
institutions. 

There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. 

 

Recommendations by human rights treaty bodies and during the UPR 
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended prohibition of corporal 
punishment in all settings, including the home – in its concluding observations on the state party’s 
initial report in 2000 (CRC/C/15/Add.136, paras. 28, 29, 34 and 35) and on the second report in 2010 
(CRC/C/TJK/CO/2, paras. 39 and 40). 

In 2005, the Human Rights Committee recommended that corporal punishment be prohibited in 
schools in Tajikistan (CCPR/CO/84/TJK, Concluding observations on initial report, para. 23). 

Tajikistan was examined in the first cycle of the Universal Periodic Review in 2011.The Government 
accepted recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment of children, stating that it considers they 
have already been implemented (A/HRC/19/3, Report of the Working Group, paras. 89(3) and 89(4)). 
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1 UNICEF (2010), Child Disciplinary Practices at Home: Evidence from a Range of Low- and Middle-Income Countries, 
NY: UNICEF 


